Overview:  Electoral systems are the heart of a democratically based society.  There are three types of electoral systems found in democratic states: first-past the post or winner-take-all, proportional representation, and mixed, both winner-take-all.  To better understand these electoral systems, the class will engage in the exercise listed below on Thursday of week 10.
Class Exercise:
This exercise is based on Chapter 9 “Thinking Comparatively: New Zealand and Beyond.”
Please review the information in the exercise and provide a 250-word statement in which you discuss the pros and cons of the New Zealand model (or German model) of representation.  This model combines proportional representation with single-member districts. In some ways, the model is designed to have the “best of both worlds” from both patterns of representation. In contrast, the U.S. primarily uses the winner-take-all electoral system to elect national leaders.  However, if demographic trends continue, the U.S. will become more diverse as Asian, African, Middle East, and Latin American populations continue to grow.  Thus, the U.S. may have to change is primary electoral system to be more reflection of the New Zealand model.  The question is whether this is necessary, thus, the central question is whether this model would work in the United States?
Then in different paper write why do you support the the New Zealand model and why do you think it’s better for US? 200 words

